
SYAC  ANNUAL SWIM-A-THON FUNDRAISER

Wednesday, February 10, 2010

Steiner Pool  4:00 p.m.-6 p.m.

	


	

	Swim-a-Thon® is a fundraiser in which participants earn money for their team by swimming lengths of the pool. Swimmers have a two-hour period to swim a maximum of 200 lengths. Participants get pledges from businesses, family, neighbors, etc. prior to swimming. Some choose to get pledges and money prior to swimming while others get pledges per length and collect the money following the Swim-a-Thon®. With over 500 Swim-a-Thons® conducted each year, this program has proven itself over and over again as a successful method of raising funds for teams.


Why is SYAC having a Swim-A-Thon?
· To build a reserve for operating budget, team events and equipment, since current team revenue, which is entirely from swimmer fees, does not cover current team operating expenses.
· To build team camaraderie, character and responsibility.
What are the Swim-A-Thon Goals?
· Team  $10,000
· Each swimmer $200 
How will the Swim-A-Thon Work?
· Coaches will divide the team into three sub-teams, comprised of swimmers from different training groups.  The sub-teams will compete for prizes for the group that raises the most money.  A parent who is a member of the Swim-A-Thon committee will be assigned to each sub-team to help with pledge collection and to answer questions.
· Swimmers will collect pledges from family, friends, neighbors, and businesses.  The pledges can be a lump sum or an amount per lap swum.  Sample scripts and letters that may be used to collect pledges are attached. 
· Swimmers are encouraged to collect money at the time the pledges are made.  Checks should be made payable to “SYAC Swim Team”.  Donations are 100% tax deductible.
· Pledges (with or without money) should be turned in each Wednesday beginning January 20th, either at swim practice or by email to the swimmer’s sub-team parent representative.
· All pledge money should be turned in to the parent representative assigned to the swimmer’s sub-team no later than two weeks after the Swim-A-Thon (by  February 25th).
· Sub-team and individuals prizes will be awarded at a Swim-A-Thon Banquet, time and location TBD.
Help your swimmer collect pledges using the sample script. Use it in person and/or send it in an e-mail to family, friends, neighbors and businesses. This is just a guideline, please feel free to ask for pledges in any way you feel comfortable!  Each swimmer should always introduce themselves by stating their name first when in person, “ Hi, my name is ------, and I swim for Steiner Youth Aquatic Team.”
Script 


“ Hi, my name is ------, and I swim for Steiner Youth Aquatic Team.   My swim team is raising money by having a Swim-a-Thon and I’d like you to help me by pledging an amount for each length of the pool that I swim. I plan to swim 200 lengths .  For example, a pledge of 10 cents per length would be a donation of $20, a pledge of 15 cents per length would be $30, and so on.  Of course, a donation of any amount will be greatly appreciated!
SYAC provides the youth in our community for an opportunity to swim competitively and learn values of hard work and dedication.
Thank you very much for helping my swim team and me”

